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should publicly declare the resolution which he had
taken to become a christian. To make this act
more solemn, he gave a feast to the chiefs of all the
villages, and to the most notable among the Peroua-
reoua, all famous jugglers; he openly renounced all
their superstitions, and urged them in a rather long
harangue to be no longer the enemies of their own
happiness, by resisting the grace of christianity
which God was offering to them through my instru-
mentality. He dwelt at great length upon the
importance of salvation, and upon the trouble that I
took to procure it for them, in spite of all the
obstacles placed in my way. All replied by exclaim-
ing Nikana,—that is to say, ‘“My friend’’— which is
their way of applauding. I learned this from one
who was present at the feast, for the chief never
spoke to me of it. The same evening, his wife gave
a feast to all the women of her village, to inform
them also that she intended to become a christian.
The better to try them, I let neither of them know
what I had learned. From that time, they urged
me to baptize them; I granted them that favor after
they had given me several proofs of their desire
to perform the duties of christians. To make the
ceremony of their baptism more profitable and more
imposing, I proclaimed throughout the village that
all were to be present at their baptism. I was very
glad that many witnessed it. I took advantage of
the occasion to exhort the others to imitate them.
I went into their cabins to preach God’'s Kingdom
to them, without heeding those who scoffed at all
my solicitations to win them to Jesus Christ, and to
reveal to them the artifices employed by the
Devil to deceive them and prevent me from giving



